Attendance Policy for the Holland Classis

From the Holland Classis’ Rules of Order and the policy of the Nominations Committee
1.
Ministers and elder delegates to the Classis are expected to attend all stated and special sessions of the Classis. 
2.  
The Nominations Committee administers the attendance policy. 
a.
“Excused” absences are not granted by the Classis for individual sessions. 
b.
Ministers who fail to attend a minimum of two stated sessions of the Classis in a year shall be placed at the end of the list (as if they have just attended a General or Regional Synod meeting) in the rotational system. The Nominations Committee shall serve as the ruling body if a minister desires to apply for an exception to this rule due to extenuating circumstances.

3.
Special sessions of the Classis shall be called by the president as provided by the Book of Church Order. The president shall determine the place and time of the session. A special session shall not be held on Sunday morning. The time of special sessions shall not conflict with regularly scheduled worship services.
4.
Ordination and installation services of ministers are special sessions of the Classis.  

a. Six ministers shall be assigned to attend each ordination and installation service. Assignments shall be made on a rotating basis from the alphabetical listing of all ministers, in good health, who are within a fifty mile radius of Holland.  
b. Six elder delegates shall also be assigned to attend each ordination and installation service. Assignments for elders shall be made on a rotating basis from the chronological listing of the churches within the Classis.  Three churches shall each send two elder delegates to an ordination or installation service.  
c. The stated clerk shall send notice to the six minister delegates and to the three churches to inform them of their responsibility to be the official delegation of the Classis.  
d. If an assigned minister is unable to attend, the minister shall find a substitute from among other Classis ministers. The stated clerk shall be informed of any substitutions. 
5. Attendance at two or more special sessions may be applied as a credit for one stated session. Only one such credit is permitted per attendance year.

6. The attendance year record is tracked from August 1 through July 31.
7. As a professional courtesy, ministers are expected to notify the clerk of their absence from a stated session, prior to the session. The session minutes will record the names of those people under the category: “Absent with Notice.”  
