Constitutional Question

BCO p.18  (1.I.5.3)

1. Responsibility of the Board of Elders.

2. At each regular meeting,

3. The board of elders shall seek to determine whether

4. Any members of the congregation are

5. In need of special care regarding their spiritual condition

6. And/or

7. Are not making faithful use of the means of grace, i.e. attending worship and participating in the sacraments

8. And shall provide means of extending Christian ministry to such persons.

How to record the answer.

1. Rarely will / should the question be “answered in the negative.” Almost always, this item should lead the elders to prayer session.

2. Names must be used with discretion.  Names are necessary if further discipline is to be carried out. Elders must be able to prove they attempted to provide care for the person. However, privacy needs to be respected.   

3. The names of the elder/s who are doing the follow-up on the concern can/should be noted in the minutes.

4. Write the record of the CQ discussion in a way that enables the group to return to the issue at the next meeting.

