Form No. I   (To be completed by the applicant and presented to the consistory and, when appropriate, the classis).


REGISTRATION OF INTEREST IN MINISTRY / 

APPLICATION TO BE TAKEN UNDER
CARE OF CLASSIS

Personal

Name      Date of birth                

Address 
                                                 
City       State/Province      Zip       E-Mail                                    

Date of Birth       Birthplace     
Marital Status  FORMCHECKBOX 
Married    FORMCHECKBOX 
Single    FORMCHECKBOX 
Divorced     FORMCHECKBOX 
Widowed

Spouse's name                           
Children (first name and age)
     

     




     

     




     

     




     

     



Date received into membership of this church: 
     
Christian Autobiography

In order that we might gain understanding about you as a person, reflect on your life and share with us who you are and what your Christian experience has been. Your autobiography might include such things as: a brief account of your baptism; those persons, events, ideas, or values which are most significant in your life; information about your journey as a Christian and a person; what goals, hopes, strengths, and weaknesses you may have in serving the Lord.  (Please type this sketch on supplementary sheets of paper.)

View of Ministry

1.
Describe your present activities in the life and mission of the church. Please include any church offices to which you have been ordained.


     
2.
Indicate the reasons for your interest in the ministry of Word and sacrament or describe your sense of call to that ministry.


     
3.  
What gifts do you believe you have for the ministry?


     
4.
How have these gifts already begun to bear fruit in the church of Christ? 


     
5.
What do you believe are the most important tasks a minister performs?




     
6.
In what aspect or form of Christian ministry are you interested at this time?


     
I respectfully request consistory to register me as interested in Christian ministry and ask for appropriate ministry experiences and the consistory's counsel as I explore this interest.

Signature:                                              _________ 



Pastor's Statement
     , who is a member of       Church, has talked with me about        interest in Christian ministry.

Signature 






 Date 


______



 (pastor)

If making application to be taken under care of classis, please complete the following:

Education

Name of College(s)

Dates

Degree
Major/Minor

         
          
      
           

         
          
      
           

         
          
      
           





Dates
      Degree

      Area

Graduate School 



 

 

   



 

Which seminary do you plan to attend?      
If you plan to attend a non-RCA seminary, state the reasons for your choice.

     
Transcripts
Ask the college(s) to send transcripts of all your academic work to the chairperson of the classis Committee on Student Care and Supervision. (You may need to request the transcripts in writing.)  They are to be reviewed by that committee before it submits to the classis its recommendation concerning you.

Occupational Experience

Please list your present and the last three positions you have held.

Employer


Nature of work


      Dates

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
List three people who would be willing to write a letter of reference for you (two should be supervisors of your work, if possible).

Name of reference

Address & Phone number

     
     
     
     
     
     
Health  

Briefly describe your present state of health, explaining any recent illnesses, chronic disabilities, or use of medication:

     
I promise in reliance on the Grace of God to be diligent and faithful in making full preparation for Christ's ministry.  I also promise to submit to the supervision of classis in matters that pertain to preparation.

Applicant's signature            
   


        Date      
    
Form No. II    (To be completed by the consistory.)


CONSISTORY EVALUATION/RECOMMENDATION REGARDING CLASSIS CARE

"A confessing member of a congregation in the Reformed Church in America who desires to become a minister shall apply to the classis with jurisdiction over the church in which membership is held to be enrolled as a candidate for the ministry.  This application shall be made through the consistory of the church in which membership is held"  (BCO, 1, II, 8,1).

Some issues for discussion and evaluation by the consistory when it meets with the applicant:


1.
What are the indications of a vital faith in Christ?


2.
How is the applicant expressing that faith through active participation in the worship, study and ministry of the local church?


3.
What motivates the applicant's desire to prepare for Christian ministry?


4.
What current or potential strengths or gifts for ministry are evident?


5.
Are these gifts being used and bearing fruit?


6.
What is the level of adequacy of relational ability?


7.
What is the level of adequacy of self-discipline and follow through?

The Consistory of       
Church in      ,       ,  met with      (applicant) on      (date).                     
and recommended the following:  (check one)

a.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 That the applicant be taken under care. 
b.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 That action on the application be postponed. 
c.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 That the applicant not be taken under care. 

The consistory is prepared to support this candidate in the following ways (i.e. prayer; opportunities to preach, teach, and develop other pastoral/leadership skills; financial aid):

                   
______                                _________
  
      ____________

Pastor's signature

    
Clerk’s signature


     Date                           
Note:  Completed forms Nos. I and II, with the applicant's statement of Christian experience, are to be forwarded to the stated clerk of classis for referral to the appropriate committee.  Once approved by classis, copies of this material should be forwarded to the appropriate RCA seminary or the MFCA.

Form No. III

APPLICATION FOR AN ALTERNATE MEANS (DISPENSATION)
“A candidate for the ministry who is a student enrolled in a Master of Divinity degree program at a theological seminary and who, because of age, lack of necessary academic preparation, or other sufficient reason, finds it too difficult to meet the full requirements for the Certificate of Fitness for Ministry, shall make application to the classis. 

a. If the classis finds the reason sufficient, it shall petition the appropriate agent of the General Synod (the board of trustees of an RCA seminary or the Ministerial Formation Certification Agency) on behalf of the applicant for approval of an alternate means to meet any part of the requirements for the Certificate of Fitness for Ministry.

b. The agent of the General Synod shall consider carefully the reasons submitted by the classis as to why the applicant is unable to meet the full requirements for a Certificate of Fitness for Ministry.  If the agent finds the reason sufficient, it shall provide a means for the applicant to compensate for the inability to meet the requirement.  If the application is rejected, the agent shall state it reasons.  If the agent finds that the compensatory steps have been satisfactorily completed, it shall judge that the requirement has been fulfilled.

c. The agent shall report its action to the next General Synod.” (BCO 1.II.9.3)

The Classis of       requests dispensation for the following candidate who was received under care of classis on      .

Name       Date of birth      
Address       Phone        
City       State/Province       Zip       E-Mail      
Church membership:        

Seminary       Graduation year        Degree        
Signature of applicant        Date       
l.
State specifically from what requirements a dispensation is sought:


     
2.
On an attached, separate sheet of paper state the reasons for seeking the dispensation:

Signature of stated clerk                                                              Date                               












Please forward this application to the MFCA (Reformed Church in America), 8303 Alondra Blvd., Suite C, Paramount, CA  90723.  

Form No. IV   (For candidates enrolled at NBTS, WTS or in MFCA who seek an exception to the twenty-four month requirement.)


PETITION REGARDING THE TWENTY-FOUR MONTH REQUIREMENT
“Immediately following the enrollment of a candidate for the ministry, the classis shall petition the General Synod on behalf of the candidate for a Certificate of Fitness for Ministry.  Such a petition must be received a minimum of twenty-four months prior to the time it is to be given final disposition by the General Synod through the board of trustees of an RCA seminary or the Ministerial Formation Certification Agency.  However, in instances where completion of theological training takes place prior to the required period of twenty-four months, the classis may petition the General Synod to substitute a period of ministry supervised by the General Synod through the board of trustees of an RCA seminary or the Ministerial Formation Certification Agency for all or part of its twenty-four month requirement”  (BCO, 1,II,8,3).

The Classis of       hereby petitions the       (One of NBTS, WTS, or the MFCA) for a substitute period of ministry in lieu of the twenty-four-month period of supervision by the Reformed Church in America for the following applicant who was taken under care of classis on      .

Name       Date of birth                         
Address       Phone        
City       State/Province       Zip       E-Mail        

Church Membership (Church/city/state)                  
Pastor’s Name      
College       Graduation year       Degree      
College       Graduation year       Degree      
Seminary       Graduation year       Degree      
Signature of applicant                                                 Date




On a separate, attached sheet of paper state specific reasons for this petition:

Signature of stated clerk                                       _____  ____
Date 

__________






Form No. V


PETITION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS FOR MINISTRY

The Classis of       hereby petitions the General Synod of the Reformed Church in America through its agent (check one)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 New Brunswick Seminary,  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Western Seminary or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 MFCA for a Certificate of Fitness for Ministry for the following candidate who was received under care on      (date).
Name       Address       

City       State/Province       Zip       E-Mail       

Phone       Fax      
Church Membership
(city and state/province)              
Pastor’s Name      
Seminary selection of the applicant is to be guided by the following actions of the 1990 and 1998 General Synods.


To urge the classes to require that candidates who cannot attend an RCA seminary choose a seminary that provides the following essential components of an adequate theological education for RCA ministry:


1.
Academic Accreditation.  The non-RCA seminary must be accredited by the Association of Theological Schools (BCO, Chapter 1, Part II, Article 9, Section 2b).


2.
Compatible Theology.  The non-RCA seminary should provide instruction which is demonstrably compatible with Reformed theology as expressed in the three RCA doctrinal standards.


3.
Denominational Identity.  The non-RCA seminary selected should be located near RCA congregations which provide opportunities for regular participation leading to the creation and growth of RCA identity, loyalty, and collegiality.

4. Comprehensive Supervision.  The non-RCA seminary should be able to provide diverse field-education assignments in RCA churches under the supervision of RCA ministers.

5. Ministerial Formation. The non-RCA seminary must have a high commitment to pastoral ministry.

6. Clinical Pastoral Education. The non-RCA seminary must make available within its curriculum at least one unit of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) and a program of spiritual direction.

7. Doctrinal Friendliness. The non-RCA seminary must be willing to recognize the RCA Standards of Unity as a valid statement of Christian faith for members of the RCA and no requirement that RCA students assent to additional doctrinal standards or statements.

Applicants are required to provide information regarding applications to other denominations and seminaries; especially if admission was denied. Signing this form binds the applicant to having released all such information:      
If the applicant chooses to attend New Brunswick Theological Seminary or Western Theological Seminary, the classis must send this form to that institution with a copy being forwarded to the MFCA Office.  The seminary will acknowledge receipt of the application. 

If a non-RCA seminary is chosen, it is the responsibility of the classis and applicant to assure that the certification procedures as outlined in the Candidate Handbook will be fulfilled.  It is required that an RCA mentor and Committee for Student Care and Supervision be available to the candidate.

Applicant's Education:

College       dates       degree       

Seminary       dates       degree      
Important:  This completed form is to be forwarded to the MFCA or one of the seminaries. listed below.  If the petition is for a candidate enrolled in a non-RCA Seminary, official college transcripts and a resume of work experience must accompany the form.
New Brunswick Theological Seminary



Western Theological Seminary

17 Seminary Place






101 East 13th Street

New Brunswick, NJ  08901





Holland, MI  49423-3622

Ministerial Formation Certification Agency

Reformed Church in America

8303 Alondra Blvd., Suite C
Paramount, CA  90723

Important:  These materials are to be received at least twenty-four months prior to the time the petition is to be given final disposition by the MFCA or seminary Board of Trustees.

Signature of applicant   


                            Date 



          

Signature of stated clerk                                     
         Date 
       

 
 

Office Use Only

Date petition was received:

Date



Official Signature

Note: Send a copy of this form to the MFCA if enrolling or enrolled in an RCA seminary.

Form No. 5. a.

ALTERNATE ROUTE PROPOSAL

"A candidate for the ministry who has not received the degree of Master of Divinity or a degree that is its equivalent from a seminary that is accredited by the Association of Theological Schools or by a theological accrediting agency of comparable standards as determined by the Ministerial Formation Certification Agency may qualify for the Certificate of Fitness for Ministry providing the following conditions are met:

a. A consistory shall assess the candidate's call, gifts, and experience in accordance with the standards requisite for the ministry of Word and sacrament.  The consistory shall apply to the classis on the candidate’s behalf.

b. The classis shall determine: (1) the candidate has a least five years’ experience in leadership in the church; (2) the consistory has demonstrated compelling need for the candidate’s ministry; (3) the candidate gives evidence of the call, gifts, and experience for the ministry of Word and sacrament, and (4) the candidate, complete a master of divinity degree at an accredited seminary.

c. The classis shall apply to the Ministerial Formation Certification Agency for permission to pursue a special course of ministerial formation.  If that agency rejects the application, it shall clearly state its reasons.  The classis may reapply.

d. The classis shall form a committee to care for and to guide the candidate through his or her program.

e. The classis shall propose to the Ministerial Formation Certification Agency an appropriate program of ministerial formation.

f. When the candidate has completed the course of study, the candidate shall be examined for the Certificate of Fitness for Ministry by the Ministerial Formation Certification Agency.  The method of assessment shall be culturally and linguistically appropriate.

g. When the candidate passes the examination, the Ministerial Formation Certification Agency may award the Certificate of Fitness for Ministry.” (BCO,1,II,9,4)
The Classis of       requests admission to the alternate route process for the following candidate who was received under care of classis on      .

Name       Date of Birth      
Address                                                        

City       State/Province       Zip       E-Mail      
Telephone      
Church Membership (Church/City/State or Province)                  
Pastor's Name      
College       Graduation year        Degree      
Signature of Applicant         
______
                          Date _________________
                  

(over)

Alternate Route


l.
State why this applicant is being recommended for the Alternate Route:



     

2.
On an attached, separate sheet of paper outline the proposed plan for the applicant's preparation in lieu of a Master of Divinity degree from an accredited seminary.

Signature of Stated Clerk                                                              Date                               


Please forward this application to the MFCA (Reformed Church in America), 8303 Alondra Blvd., Suite C, Paramount, CA  90723.









7/2007
Form No. VI


LITURGY FOR


RECEIVING A CANDIDATE UNDER CARE OF CLASSIS

The Introduction of the Candidate      
Personal Words by the Candidate      
Reception of the Candidate      
*The Pledge by the Classis of Care and Concern


We, the members of the Classis of      , the Reformed Church in America, promise to you (name of candidate), our care and concern.  We shall follow your growth with much interest.  We promise corporately and individually to support you, to encourage you, and to show a continuing sympathetic interest in you by giving you guidance in both your study and practical training.  We promise to stand by you and with you as long as you are under our care.  May the peace of God be with you now and every day of your life.

*The Pledge of the Candidate Under Care


I, (name of candidate), accept with gratitude your support and your promise of concern.  I shall make every effort to keep you informed of my progress and of my spiritual journey as long as I am under your care.  I promise to work diligently as a candidate preparing to become a faithful minister of the Word.  I ask for your prayers, your guidance, your support, and your love, not only as I begin this venture, but throughout my preparations and until they find a pleasing end in the will of God.

*The Prayer

*Indicates the congregation will stand

Ministerial Formation Certification Agency 

Background Investigation Check Policy
The Ministerial Formation Certification Agency (MFCA) will conduct background checks on all candidates prior to their full admission into the Certificate of Fitness for Ministry process. The check will be at the candidate’s expense ($50.00 /2006), with signed permission from the candidate for full release to the MFCA.  The candidate shall be informed of this admission requirement for background checks prior to signing the release form.

Refusal to submit to a background check shall be grounds for denial of admission to the Certificate of Fitness for Ministry process.  
Any criminal conviction for any form of sexual misconduct discovered in the check (felony or misdemeanor) shall also be grounds for denial if in the judgment of the members of the Certification Committee, the conviction raises any doubts whatsoever about the candidate’s ability, willingness, and/or disposition to adhere to the highest standards of conduct in the area of professional ethics.

Any felony conviction discovered in the check which was not already disclosed on the application form shall be grounds for automatic denial.

The decision to deny is recommended by the Minister for Candidate Care & Certification, and approved by the Certification Committee.

Candidates who believe that the background check is not accurate shall be given up to ninety days from notification of denial to correct the record or to provide persuasive evidence that the record is inaccurate.  During this time, candidates may begin the program requirements such as the personality & psychological assessment and RCA courses, but shall be suspended from active involvement in a teaching church or other formation for ministry assignment.  It is the responsibility of the Minister for Candidate Care & Certification to decide whether or not to present a motion to reconsider denial to the Certification Committee.  The candidate may appeal the Certification Committee’s decision to the MFCA board, whose decision is final.

The information from the background check is part of the student’s Formation for Ministry file, and is subject to the records policy that governs that file.
BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION CONSENT

I, (Print Name)      hereby authorize the Ministerial Formation Certification Agency (MFCA) of the Reformed Church in America (RCA) to make an independent investigation of my background, references, character, past employment, education, criminal or police records, including those by both public and private organizations and all public records for the purpose of confirming the information contained on my application or resume, and/or obtaining other information which may be material to my qualifications for candidacy now and, if applicable, during the tenure of my placement in a supervised ministry setting.

I release the MFCA and any person or entity which provides information pursuant to this authorization, from any and all liabilities, claim or lawsuits in regards to the information obtained from any and all of the above referenced sources used.

The following is my true and complete legal name and all information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge:

Full Name (Printed)      
Phone #      
Maiden Name or Other Names Used      
Present Street Address      
City/State/Zip Code      
Length of time at present address     
Former Street Address      
City/State/Zip      
Length of time at former address      
Date of Birth     
Social Security Number      
Driver's License #      
State of License      
Signature __________________________________ Date      
*NOTE: The above information is required for identification purposes only, and is in no manner used as qualifications for candidacy or placement.





